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Gravestones in the Church 
Many visitors to churches are interested in gravestones, which are sometimes difficult to read. This is a list of all the 
gravestones now inside St Mary's, Cheadle. Most of the gravestones are not in their original position. An indication 
is given where the original place has been retained. The numbers refer to the plan below; the order follows for the 

most part the route suggested in the tour of the church.  
 

2. Kelsall. Here lieth the bodie of Mr Edmund Kelsall eldest son of Edmund Kelsall of Bradshaw aforesaid 
gentleman who having fought the good fight and finished his course was here interred the 8 day of January 
Anno Domini 1686/7. et si mortuus aduc loquitur; my dearest friends grieve not for me; from sin and care I 
am set free; though you have lost yet thats my gain; and now in bliss I do remain.  
4. Kelsall. Here lyeth the bodie of Edmund Kelsall son of Reginald Kelsall of Bradshaw gentleman who 
having Departed from this life was interred the 9 day of February Anno Domini 1675; psalm 112:6. The 
Righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance. Here also lyeth the bodie of Humphrey Kelsall son of the said 
Edmund Kelsall of Bradshaw gentleman who being translated from this frail uncertain and troublesome state 
was interred the 24 Day of December Anno Domini 1686.  
6. Kelsall. Here lieth the body of Barbara Daughter to James Kelsall of Bradshaw Gentleman who departed 
this life the 24th of April Anno Dom. 1718 Aged (?) years. Also of Henry his son who departed this life the 16 
of February Anno Dom. 1722 aged 2 years.  
23. Kelsall. Here lieth the body of James Kelsall of Bradshaw gent who Departed this life May 31st 1745 aged  
 

 
 

The Interior of the Church 
Nave 

The visitor to St Mary's, Cheadle should first stand in front of the tower screen and look down the nave. The nave is 
divided from the aisles by five pointed arches supported by four plain octagonal columns with similar capitals. The 
odd feature of these capitals is that those on the south side have three lines of shallow moulding while those on the 
north side have four, perhaps the result of a time gap in the construction. The columns are covered with masons' tool 
marks, as is all the stonework in the church.  
 
The nave roof is an oak camber-beamed roof beautifully but simply ornamented. Many of the bosses are carved with 
stylised flowers. Three bosses in the centre of the intersecting beams have a star (or estoile) carved upon them. This 
is a reference to the star on the Honford coat of arms and suggests that Sir John Stanley whose wife Margaret was 
the heiress of the last male Honford, was responsible for the construction of the nave roof. Such limited restoration 
as was necessary in 1859 was a faithful replica.  
 
The colouring of the roof was effected in 1981. Another good example of this type of roof is the nave roof of 
Manchester Cathedral, completed by 1522 at the latest. It was Sir John Stanley's father - James, Bishop of Ely and 
formerly warden of the then Collegiate Church in Manchester - who had much to do with the construction taking 



place there in the first two decades of the 16th century. The oak pews were installed during the Victorian restoration 
of the church from 1875 to 1882. These replaced the "pews or seats all of one common decent regular and uniform 
order" put in during the 1720s instead of the original assorted "seats or forms".  
 

North aisle 
Move to the left into the north aisle and look up at the clerestory windows which are the original square-headed 
Tudor style. The present glass contains a variety of Christian symbols including several for Christ and His Passion. 
The original glass bore the names of the 16th century donors such as Michael Chedyll, Margery Ryle and John 
Dyddsbury. Major restoration work on these windows was done in 1993 at a cost of some £20,000.  
 
In moving to the left along the cross-passage and into the north aisle, the visitor will find himself walking over some 
of the oldest gravestones inside the church. These belong to the Kelsalls of Bradshaw Hall. In the continuation of 
this cross-passage to what used to be the north door of the church there is between the pews the deeply-cut stone to 
Edmund and his son Humphrey Kelsall, dated 1675 and 1686 respectively. To the left is the stone to Humphrey's 
elder brother Edmund buried a fortnight later 7 January 1686/87.  
 
The small brass, fixed to the westernmost column of the north aisle, begins: "Near this place is the burying ground 
belonging to the Kelsalls of Bradshaw". It lists members of the family buried in the church. The Kelsalls bought 
Bradshaw Hall from the Savage family about 1550 and for many generations were closely connected with the life of 
the church. The window exactly opposite the south door is in the position of the former north door. This window 
was presented in 1879 by the Rev. Oldfield Kelsall Prescot of Bournemouth, the great grandson of the last of the 
Kelsalls with issue. It depicts Jesus taking leave of His disciples before His Ascension.  
 
The Victorian glass of the windows in the church is not particularly distinguished. Most windows commemorate 
members of later 19th century Cheadle families connected with the church. The west window of the north aisle (on 
the right hand side of the cloakroom entrance) commemorates Charles Stocks, church warden for Cheadle Bulkeley 
from 1872 to 1874. The window represents Christ saying "Whatsoever ye would that men should do unto you, do ye 
also unto them: for this is the Law and the Prophets". The west window of the south aisle, which Stocks 
commissioned, commemorates his daughter. Her likeness is "accurately and faithfully given" in the portrait of 
Jeptha's daughter. The glass was made by Mayer and Company of Munich.  
 
The first window in the north wall depicts Ruth and Boaz and is dedicated to Louisa, wife of Matthew Dobson, 
church warden for Cheadle Moseley in 1877-1878. The third window in the north wall (to the right of the War 
Memorial) represents the Prodigal Son and is in memory of John Farmer church warden of Cheadle Bulkeley 1852-
1855. The lower part of the east panel of this window was expertly restored after it was broken by vandals on 
Halloween 1990, when a brass cross and lectern Bible were stolen.  
 
The roof of this north aisle was much restored in the 19th century and the cloakroom block was built in 1967. 
 
 
STOCKPORT HERITAGE MAGAZINE  
Vol 1 Issue No. 8  
P.18: Photograph of:  
"Memorial Plate in Cheadle Parish Church"  
Near this place, in the burying ground belonging to the KELSALLS of Bradshaw,  
EDMUND KELSALL, was interred February....9th 1675,  
HUMPHREY KELSALL,...............Decr.........24th 1686,  
EDMUND KELSALL,...................January.......8th 1687,  
JOHN KELSALL,.........................May..........29th 1710,  
BARBARA KELSALL, she died......April.........24th 1718,  
PENELOPE KELSALL,................December..13th 1720,  
HENRY KELSALL,......................February....16th 1723,  
JAMES KELSALL,.......................May..........31st 1745.  


