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Memoriam 
 
Joseph Evans, a private in the 9th Bn., Royal Welsh Fusiliers, died in the First World 
War on September 25th 1915, aged 24.  
 
Joseph Evans was born on the 4th of January 1891 at Main Street, Buckley, and was 
baptised February 8, 1891 at Bistre. Joseph was one of 12 children of Jabez Evans and 
Eliza Parry who were married in 1882.  Joseph’s sister, Margaret Evans married Charles 
Kelsall and they were the grandparents of Peter Kelsall. Joseph Evans would have been a 
great uncle to Peter Kelsall. 
 
In the 1891 census (taken April 5) Joseph is aged 3 months, living with father Jabez 
(listed as coal miner), mother Eliza and siblings Bessie, Margaret. The address is Buckley 
Road (at The Cross). Joseph appears in the 1901 census aged 10, at Hewitt’s Lane, High 
Street. Neighbours in Hewitt's lane in 1901 included John Warburton and Joseph Edward 
Lewis who would also die in the war. The family was still at Hewitt’s lane in 1911 with 
Joseph now 20, occupation hewer (coal miner). The family moved to the Bank Buildings 
at the top of Mill Lane at The Cross after 1911. 
 
From his medal card, Joseph entered the Theatre of War (France) on July 19, 1915. This 
is confirmed by regimental history which shows the 9th (Service) Battalion landed at 
Boulogne 19 July 1915. 
 
Joseph Evans was one of 7 officers and 98 other ranks from the RWF 9th Battalion who 
died at Loos on 25th September, 1915.  Three other Buckley boys were included, George 
Tatum, William Roberts and Robert Davies. (Another Buckley soldier, Ralph Catherall 
died the same day at Ypres.) The 9th RWF were part of a diversionary attack north of the 
main battle of Loos. 
 
Joseph Evans is commemorated at the Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France and on the 
War Memorial at Hawkesbury, Buckley. He is.one of 67 men who lost their lives listed 
on the Bistre Church War Memorial 
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Family 
 
Joseph was one of 12 children of Jabez Evans and Eliza Parry. Jabez Evans (my 
grandmother’s father) was born 7 June 1860 to mother Sarah Evans (father not identified 
on birth certificate). Jabez died 18 April 1941. Eliza Parry was born 9 April 1862 in 
Buckley to William and Margaret Parry. Eliza Parry died 20 December 1940. 
 
Jabez and Eliza were married at the Parish Church in Mold on 10 September, 1882. 
 

 
 
Children of Jabez and Eliza were: 

1. William 1883 
2. Elizabeth (Bessie) 1884 
3. Margaret 20/2/1886 
4. John (Jack) 15/12/1888, baptism 4/1/89 Bistre 
5. Joseph 1891 
6. Harry 1893 (Henry?) 
7. Jabez 1895 (also served in France) 
8. Esther 1898 
9. Sarah 1899 
10. Edward 1903 
11. Annie 1905 
12. Thomas 1909. 

 
Joseph was born on the 4th of January 1891 at Main Street, Buckley.1 He was baptised 
February 8, 1891 at Bistre.2 
 

 

                                                 
1Birth certificate 
2 Parish register from Findmypast 
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In the 1891 census (taken April 5) Joseph is aged 3 months, living with father Jabez 
(listed as coal miner), mother Eliza and siblings Bessie, Margaret. The address is Buckley 
Road (at The Cross). Joseph appears in the 1901 census aged 10, address High Street, and 
in the 1911 census aged 20, occupation hewer (coal miner). 
 
Four of the Evans brothers were very well known footballers, namely Bill, Harry, Jack 
and Jabez.  Bill played for the Buckley Engineers who won the Welsh Senior Cup.  Jack 
won a Welsh Amateur Cup medal.  Jabez played for Tranmere and Harry was a very 
good defender. 



©Peter Kelsall 2016  Page 5 
 

War Service 
 
Service Records 
Service records have not been found and are presumably lost3. Over 60% of service 
records were lost in a fire. 
 
Medal Card 
From his medal card, Joseph entered the Theatre of War (France) on July 19, 1915. This 
is confirmed by regimental history which shows the 9th (Service) Battalion landed at 
Boulogne 19 July 1915. He is shown P.D. September 25, 1915. 
 
 

 

                                                 
3 Not found on Ancestry or Findmypast 
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Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

Casualty Details 
Name: EVANS, JOSEPH 

Initials: J 

Nationality: United Kingdom 

Rank: Private 

Regiment/Service: Royal Welsh Fusiliers 

Unit Text: 9th Bn. 

Age: 24 

Date of Death: 25/09/1915 

Service No: 16461 

Additional information: Son of Mr. and Mrs. Jabez Evans, of 5, Bank Buildings, 
Buckley, Chester. 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 

Grave/Memorial 
Reference: 

Panel 50 to 52. 

Memorial: LOOS MEMORIAL 
 
Soldiers Died in The Great War 
 

UK, Soldiers Died in the Great War, 1914-19194 

Name: Joseph Evans 

Birth Place: Bistre Buckley, Flint 

Death Date: 25 Sep 1915 

Death Location: France & Flanders 

Enlistment 
Location: 

Buckley 

Rank: Private 

Regiment: Royal Welsh Fusiliers 

Battalion: 9th Battalion 

Number: 16461 

Type of Casualty: Killed in action 

Theatre of War: Western European Theatre 
  

 

                                                 
4 UK, Soldiers Died in the Great War, 1914-1919 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations 

Inc, 2008.  
Original data: British and Irish Military Databases. The Naval and Military Press Ltd 
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Newspapers 
 
County Herald, October 1914  
Joseph was not listed among the list of 178 men from Buckley and District who were 
serving their King and Country in the Great War published in the County Herald, October 
1914. The War was then only two months old. The County of Flint Index indicates that 
Joseph signed up soon after. 
 
 
The County Herald, October 22, 1915: 
.  
Mr. and Mrs. Evans, of Mill Lane, Buckley, have received official intimation that their 
son [Joseph Evans] has been wounded and is among the missing. The latter soldier is 24 
years of age, and formerly worked as a collier. 
 
 
The Flintshire Observer for Oct 14 1915 contained a short article on Joseph. 
  
"Mr. and Mrs. Evans of Mill Lane, Buckley have received official intimation that their 
son is among the missing. He is 24 years of age and unmarried and formerly worked as a 
collier." This was followed on Oct 21st by similar text with a photograph (copy above).  
 
County of Flint Index 

Joseph Evans 5 Liverpool Rd Battle of Loos 
 19.10.14 to 25.9.16 Signed by Jabez Evans 

 
Joseph’s brother is on the non-deceased index 
 

Jabez Evans 5 Liverpool Rd Served in France 
 4.2.16 to 14.12.18  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Joseph Evans is one of 67 men who lost their lives listed on the Bistre Church War 
Memorial 
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Medals  
He was awarded three medals as follows: 
 

 

British War Medal 5 
The British War Medal 1914-1920, authorised in 1919, was awarded to eligible 

service personnel and civilians. Qualification for the award varied slightly according 

to service. The basic requirement for army personnel and civilians was that they 

either entered a theatre of war, or rendered approved service overseas between 5 

August 1914 and 11 November 1918. Service in Russia in 1919 and 1920 also 

qualified for the award. 

 

 

1914/15 Star 
Authorised in 1918, the 1914/15 Star was awarded to those individuals who saw 

service in France and Flanders from 23 November 1914 to 31 December 1915, and 

to those individuals who saw service in any other operational theatre from 5 

August 1914 to 31 December 1915. 

 

 

Victory Medal  
The Victory Medal 1914-1919 was also authorised in 1919 and was awarded to all 

eligible personnel who served on the establishment of a unit in an operational 

theatre. 

 

 
 
. 
 
 
 

                                                 
5 The National Archives, 
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/documentsonline/medals.asp?WT.hp=Campaign Medals - £2 
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Soldiers Effects 
 
This shows 4-11-4 credits and charges 5 Dec 1916 and 3 pounds paid to father Jabez 16 
Sept 1919 as a “war gratuity” 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
All UK, Army Registers of Soldiers' Effects, 1901-1929 

This database contains records detailing the money owed to soldiers of the British Army 
who died in service from 1901 to 1929. A small percentage of soldiers who were 
discharged as ‘insane’ are also listed here. Records typically include the name of the 
soldier, his next of kin and their relationship, the date of death and sometimes the place, 
plus other details. In cases where the soldier was discharged as insane, the place and 
date of discharge are often recorded in the place and date of death field. The inclusion of 
the next of kin makes these records particularly valuable to family historians, as this 
information can help researchers take a family back another generation or distinguish 
between soldiers with the same name. Early records also list a soldier’s trade before 
enlistment. 

Payments went first to widows, or, if the soldier wasn’t married, to a parent (often a 
mother) or siblings 
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Loos Memorial 
 

In Memory of  
Private JOSEPH EVANS 

 
16461, 9th Bn., Royal Welsh Fusiliers 

who died age 24 
on 25 September 1915 

Son of Mr. and Mrs. Jabez Evans, of 5, Bank Buildings, Buckley, 
Chester. 

Remembered with honour 
LOOS MEMORIAL 

 
Commemorated in perpetuity by 

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission  
 
 
 
To the glory of God and in memory of 20,598 officers and men of the forces of the 
British Empire who fell in the Battles of Loos and Béthune and other actions in this 
neighbourhood, whose names are here recorded but to whom the fortunes of war denied 
the known and honoured burial given to their comrades in death 
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Cemetery Details 
Cemetery: LOOS MEMORIAL 

Country: France 

Locality: Pas de Calais 

Visiting Information: Wheelchair access to the cemetery is possible, but may be by 
alternative entrance. For further information regarding wheelchair 
access, please contact our Enquiries Section on 01628 507200. The 
Panel Numbers quoted at the end of each entry relate to the panels 
dedicated to the Regiment served with. In some instances where a 
casualty is recorded as attached to another Regiment, his name may 
alternatively appear within their Regimental Panels. Please refer to 
the on-site Memorial Register Introduction to determine the 
alternative panel numbers if you do not find the name within the 
quoted Panels. 

Location Information: The Loos Memorial forms the sides and back of Dud Corner 
Cemetery. Loos-en-Gohelle is a village 5 kilometres north-west of 
Lens, and Dud Corner Cemetery is located about 1 kilometre west 
of the village, to the north-east of the N943, the main Lens to 
Bethune road.  

Historical Information: Dud Corner Cemetery stands almost on the site of a German strong 
point, the Lens Road Redoubt, captured by the 15th (Scottish) 
Division on the first day of the battle. The name "Dud Corner" is 
believed to be due to the large number of unexploded enemy shells 
found in the neighbourhood after the Armistice. The Loos 
Memorial commemorates over 20,000 officers and men who have 
no known grave, who fell in the area from the River Lys to the old 
southern boundary of the First Army, east and west of Grenay. On 
either side of the cemetery is a wall 15 feet high, to which are fixed 
tablets on which are carved the names of those commemorated. At 
the back are four small circular courts, open to the sky, in which the 
lines of tablets are continued, and between these courts are three 
semicircular walls or apses, two of which carry tablets, while on the 
centre apse is erected the Cross of Sacrifice. The memorial was 
designed by Sir Herbert Baker with sculpture by Charles Wheeler. 
It was unveiled by Sir Nevil Macready on 4 August 1930.  

No. of Identified 
Casualties: 

20604 
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Loos Memorial casualties (from CWGC) 
 20,616 total 

o 268 RWF 
 6,685 on 25th September 1915 

o 201 RWF 
 
 
Wikipedia 
The Loos Memorial forms the sides and rear of Dud Corner Cemetery, located near the 
commune of Loos-en-Gohelle, in the Pas-de-Calais département of France. Dud Corner 
Cemetery contains 1,812 burials, less than 700 of whom are identified. The three 
surrounding walls are 15 feet high, to which are fixed tablets on which are carved the 
names of those commemorated. At the back are four small circular courts, open to the 
sky, in which the lines of tablets are continued, and between these courts are three 
semicircular walls or apses, two of which carry tablets, while on the centre apse is erected 
the Cross of Sacrifice     
 
The memorial lists 20,610 names of British and Commonwealth soldiers with no known 
grave who were killed in the area during and after the Battle of Loos, which started on 25 
September 1915. This memorial covers the same sector of the front as the Le Touret 
Memorial, with each memorial commemorating the dead either side of the date of the 
start of the Battle of Loos. 
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Loos Memorial May 27, 2011 
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Buckley Soldiers on the Loos Memorial 
 
Evans, Joseph. Son of Mr. and Mrs. Jabez Evans, 5 Bank Buildings, Private, RWF 9th 
Battalion, 25 September 1915, France & Flanders, Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France, 
24. Brother of this author's grandmother, Margaret Evans. 
 
Roberts, William. Son of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Roberts, 45 Ewloe Place, Private, RWF 
9th Battalion, 02 October 1915, France & Flanders, Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, 
France, 21. Collier before enlistment. 
 
Tatum, George. Son of Edward and Emily Tatum, 1, Church Rd., Private, RWF 9th 
Battalion, 25 September 1915, France & Flanders, Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France, 
19. Collier before enlistment. 
 
Davies, Robert. 42 Mill Lane, Private, RWF, 25 September 1915, France & Flanders, 
burial unknown, died at Loos, 19. Collier before enlistment. Possibly son of John and 
Lucy Emily Davies. Believed to be R. Davies, Loos Memorial, RWF 9th Battalion, died 
25 September 1915. 
 
 
Also died on 25 September 1915 
 
Catherall, Ralph. Tram Road, Private, South Lancashire, 25 September 1915, France & 
Flanders, Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial, 34. Unmarried, previously a labourer 
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The Battle of Loos 
Wikipedia 
The Battle of Loos was the largest British offensive mounted in 1915 on the Western 
Front fought from 25 September to 14 October 1915. The first British use of poison gas 
occurred and the battle was the first mass engagement of New Army units. The British 
offensive was part of the attempt by the French to break through the German defences in 
Artois and Champagne and restore a war of movement. Despite improved methods, more 
ammunition and better equipment the Franco-British attacks were contained by the 
German armies, except for local losses of ground.  
 
The battle opened on 25 September. In many places British artillery had failed to cut the 
German wire in advance of the attack. Advancing over open fields within range of 
German machine guns and artillery, British losses were devastating. However, the British 
were able to break through the weaker German defences and capture the town of Loos, 
mainly due to numerical superiority. The inevitable supply and communications 
problems, combined with the late arrival of reserves, meant that the breakthrough could 
not be exploited. 
 
British casualties in the main attack were 48,367 and 10,880 in the subsidiary attack, a 
total of 59,247. Of 8,500 who died on the first day, 6,000 have no known grave. 
 
 
 
Several survivors wrote of their experiences, the poet Robert Graves described the battle 
and succeeding days in his war memoir Goodbye to All That (1929). Rudyard Kipling’s 
son, John wa skilled at Loos as recounted in My Son Jack. 
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The RWF/9 at the Battle of Loos 
 
The Royal Welsh Fusiliers, 9th (Service) Battalion was formed at Wrexham on 9 
September 1914 as part of Kitchener's Second New Army (K2) and attached to 58th 
Brigade, 19th (Western) Division. The Battalion moved to Tidworth but by December 
1914 was in billets in Basingstoke. They returned to Tidworth in March 1915, and landed 
at Boulogne 19 July 1915. 
http://www.1914-1918.net/rwf.htm 
 
Early days [after the battalion was formed] were somewhat chaotic, the new volunteers 
having very few trained officers and NCOs to command them, no organised billets or 
equipment. The units of the Division initially concentrated in the Bulford area with the 
infantry being at Tidworth, Ludgershall and Grately. The battalions moved into billets for 
the winter, in Andover, Whitchurch, Basingstoke and Weston-super-Mare. In March 
1915 all units concentrated near Tidworth. 
 
The Division was inspected by King George V on 23 June 1915. Advanced parties left 
for France on 11 July and the main body crossed the English Channel 16-21 July. Units 
initially moved to the point of assembly near St Omer.  
 
The Division served on the Western Front for the remainder of the war, taking part in 
many of the significant actions including The Action of Pietre6, a supporting/diversionary 
action during the Battle of Loos  
 
The 19th (Western) Division in 1914-1918  
From The History of 19th (Western) Division 
http://www.1914-1918.net/19div.htm 
 
 
From Soldiers Died, 7 officers and 98 other ranks from the RWF 9th Battalion died on 
25th September at Loos.  This represents 25% of the officers who went into action and 
12.5% of the rank and file. The Long, Long Trail account of the Battle of Loos does not 
mention the RWF/9, but in context it lists 48 battalions with more than 311 casualties 
each and mentions 23 other battalions with more than 200 each. Thus the RWF/9 with 
105 killed played a “minor role” in the battle. 
 
 
 
Most Unfavourable Ground, The Battle of Loos, 1915 by Niall Cherry has this 
description. 
 
There were three efforts all to the north of actual offensive area, with some starting up to 
three hours before the attack at Loos. The earliest feint was at a place called Bois 
                                                 
6 Several references refer to the RWF/9 serving at Pietre but it seems to this author more accurate to say 
that they were at Festubert another diversionary action fought at the same time as Pietre 
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Grenier near Armentieres…Further south around Neuve Chapelle opposite Aubers Ridge 
elements of the Indian Corps were to attack a German salient west of the Moulin du 
Pietre…The third diversion was carried out by the wholly British 19th Division from the 
Indian Corps in front of Festubert. This Division was to cooperate with 2nd Division from 
I Corps and they were to attack the Rue d’Ouvert as soon as the attack from 5th Brigade 
(2nd Division) had developed. 
 
The experiences of these three attacks were all broadly similar in that the shortage of 
ammunition prevented suitable softening-up and there were no reserves to exploit any 
gains. 
 
The RWF/9 were part of the attack in front of Festubert but they are not mentioned in 
Cherry’s book. 
 

War Diary 
 
Much detailed information compiled from War Diaries was originally obtained from the 
Picassa website posted by Rob Vaughan. 
https://picasaweb.google.com/110755393264704646300 
 
Additional files were later provided direct to this author by Rob Vaughan. These files 
include trench maps, reports written by members of the RWF, War Dairy for the 58th 
Brigade, and annotated maps showing trench positions and casualties. 
 
9th Battalion, Royal Welch Fusiliers, at the Battle of Loos, 1915 – contributed by 
Christopher Fyles 
Posted to the Royal Welsh Fusiliers Regimental Museum web site 
Royal Welch Fusiliers Museum situated within the Caernarfon Castle, North Wales. 
 
An account taken verbatim from the War Diary entries compiled by Major Charles 
Burrard, 2nd-in-Command of the Battalion. Footnotes by Christopher Fyles, great-
grandson of Sergeant John Thomas Nicholls, DCM, who served in the 9th Battalion from 
its formation in 1914 until his discharge in March 1919. 
 
24th September 1915: Brigade H.Q. moved to Advanced Report Centre. Very wet + 
muddy. Our artillery continued to bombard. 
 
We had been in the trenches since Aug 30th + our total casualties up to the evening of the 
24th had been 2 men killed and 11 wounded. On the evening of the 24th Lt Col 
MADOCKS (sic) [1] and his battalion Hd Quarters moved up to A company mess in the 
firing-line. He asked me (Major C. BURRARD) to meet him there at 4.15 a.m. [2] the 
next morning. I retired for the night to a disused dug-out I found in one of the old support 
trenches. It was then drizzling.  
 
25th September 1915: I met the C.O. in A company mess at 4.15 a.m. + had some 
coffee. I then went back to my dug-out. It was drizzling + what breeze there was seemed 
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to be unfavourable for the use of gas; I began to think the attack would be postponed. 
 
5.50 a.m. Our artillery started a furious bombardment. 
 
I hurried down to the firing line and found the smoke candles at work. On my way there, 
I observed a mile to the south, a thin cloud floating slowly toward the German lines; this I 
took as asphyxiating gas. The breeze was still very slight but seemed to have turned 
temporarily in our favour. It was not to be depended on however + too weak + I am of the 
opinion that the pall of smoke in front of our lines did more harm than good as it brought 
on inactivity on the part of our Artillery. The smoke was intended to supplement the gas 
+ mislead the Hun into believing that there was an immense amount of that commodity 
coming towards them. None of our men were injured by our own gas, though I believe a 
few of the 6th Wilts [3] suffered. 
 
6.30 a.m. About this time I was informed that a sheaf of rockets had been sent up by the 
Brigade, intimating the commencement of the attack. I personally did not see it. From 
subsequent inquiry I learnt the following which bore out to some extent the message sent 
by the Artillery Observation Officer at 6.25 that the Royal Welch were already attacking. 
Col. Madocks remained at A company mess till the sheaf of rockets went up, he then told 
Captain HOYLE, commanding A company to commence the attack (A company was to 
be directing). Captain HOYLE proceeded to No 10 sap but he had already at 6.15 a.m. 
had men out in the sap & I think it is probable that his leading platoon was already 
extended, lying down, in line with the head of the sap, ready to advance. 
 
The order had been issued to be ready to commence the attack at 6.30 a.m. This order 
might be differently interpreted. It should have been made clear whether troops were to 
enter the sap or remain behind the parapet till 6.30 a.m. The leading platoon of A 
company being extended in front of the sap it is possible an advance was made before 
Capt HOYLE returned from HdQrs. At any rate an officer of B company on the left 
whose company was keeping in touch with A looked at his watch when the advance 
commenced and it was 6.20 a.m. 
 
The pall of smoke was very thick; Capt HOYLE had orders for his directing flank to 
march on a certain willow tree but this was now hidden from view + it is believed he 
diverged to the right in front of the 9th Welsh [sic, 4]. 
 
The Artillery observation officer who had wired down that the attack had commenced, 
about this time surpassed himself by ‘phoning that the 9th R.W. Fus. Had taken the first 
line of trenches. This must have been an effort of the imagination on his part as owing to 
the smoke, nothing could be seen. 
 
Messages like this led to wild rumours after the action of spies having tapped the wires. 
 
At about 6.50 I met Lt Col. Madocks & his Adjutant in one of the centre bays. He seemed 
very optimistic and asked me if D company was out yet; if so, we would follow. 
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The arrangements for attack were as under:-  
 
B Coy{---------------- ---------------}A Coy         50 yards 
             ---------------- --------------                     distance 
              ---------------- --------------                    between 
              ---------------- --------------                    platoons 
D Coy {---------------- -------------}D Coy 
              ---------------- -------------- 
 
I reported that D company was not yet out.  
 
A quarter of an hour later Captain HOGG the Adjutant again went to inquire + in the 
meantime Col. MADOCKS who was observing over the parapet was struck by a shot in 
the temple + fell dead at my feet. It was evident by this time that things were not going 
well; not much could be seen on account of the smoke but there were rumours of the saps 
being encumbered with wounded which accounted for the delay with D company. – I had 
seen Capt ACTON, comdg D company a few minutes before just outside our wire 
entanglement + I suggested to Capt HOGG to get into communication with him + obtain 
his opinion; Capt HOGG had been gone about 10 minutes when I received information 
that both he and Capt ACTON had been shot. 
 
The 6th Wilts were now beginning to arrive; to avoid a useless sacrifice of life I gave 
orders for a retirement. Col. JEFFRIES, comdg 6th Wilts. who arrived shortly afterwards 
concurred with me. 
 
Our action north of the LA BASSEE canal was intended as a demonstration, the principle 
attack being carried out south of the canal; our energetic action was the means of 
withdrawing several battalions of reserve to our front, which the Germans could have 
utilised further south. But could not this advantage have been gained without such loss of 
life? Undoubtedly both the G.O.C. 58th Brigade + Col. MADOCKS had been misled as 
to the damage our Artillery had effected on the enemy’s wire after several day’s 
bombardment also the effect it had had on the enemy’s morale; the effect on the wire 
was, as a matter of fact, negligible + the onus of not reporting this, of not making a more 
thorough reconnaissance rests on the companies who were in the front line; it was unduly 
optimistic to suppose that the enemy’s morale had gone, as during a bombardment the 
Germans are adept at burrowing themselves into specially deep dug-outs or keeping out 
of the way. 
 
It was confidently believed that we should have no difficulty in rushing across the 
intervening space + capturing the German front + support trenches.- When the time came 
to carry this out we found ourselves up against a row of impenetrable wire and the 
intervening ground swept by half-a-dozen a machine guns. 
 
C company under Capt K.NICHOLL had been detailed to act as a flanking party + moved 
up FIFE ROAD. They suffered severely from the enemy’s artillery which was most 
accurate.  
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The remainder of the morning was taken up in moving the remnants of the battalion to 
the Reserve Line. During the hours of darkness many of the wounded were brought in. 
 
The following is a list of the casualties on Sept 25th: - 
 
Killed (Officers) – LT.COL. H.J. MADOCKS, CAPT. C.A. ACTON, CAPT. E.C. 
PAYNE, CAPT. L.S. HOGG, CAPT. B.W.E. HOYLE, LIEUT. C.F.J. SYMONS, 2nd 
LT. R.J. WILLIAMS. 
 
Officers wounded – LIEUT. H.J. WILLIAMS, LT. G.H. CHARLTON, 2nd LT. R.H. 
HIGHAM, 2nd LT. C. FAWCETT 
  

Rank + file Killed Wounded Missing 

HdQrs    2 3 

A Coy  10 45 28 

B “  2 23 44 

C “ 5 28 3 (believed buried) 

D “ 7  31  7 

Total  24 129  85 

(Total casualties, officers and men 249) 
It is believed a few of the missing are prisoners of war. 
 
The numbers that went into action were: - 
25 officers, 781 rank & file  
 
Footnotes 
[1] Lieutenant-Colonel Henry John Maddocks, C.O. of 9th Battalion, R.W.F., killed-in-action 25/09/15 and 
buried in plot I.F.20 in Brown’s Road Military Cemetery, Festubert. 
[2] The 24-hour clock system was not in general use until later in the War. 
[3] 6th Battalion, Wiltshire Regiment, part of 58th Brigade along with 9th R.W.F. They were in Support on 
25th September, behind the R.W.F. 
[4] 9th Battalion, Welch Regiment, also part of 58th Brigade and on the right flank of the R.W.F. 

 
RWF/9 Casualties 

From CWGC and Soldiers Died, 7 officers and 98 other ranks from the RWF 9th 
Battalion died on 25th September at Loos.  This represents 28% of the officers who went 
into action and 12.5% of the rank and file. Total casualties (killed or wounded) based on 
the War Diary were 32%. The number of officers listed by CWGC matches the War 
Diary. The number of other ranks shows that most of the men listed missing in the War 
Diary as missing were never found. These would have included Joseph Evans. This 
author has found no documentation of which company he served or any diary that 
provides the names of rank and file killed. 
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Flintshire Men 
 
At least 17 of the 109 mean from the RWF 9th Battalion killed on 25th September 1915 
were from Flintshire7. 
 
Buckley Memorial 
 

Evans, Joseph, 24, Private, 16461, Buckley Memorial, Son of Mr. and Mrs. Jabez 
Evans, of 5, Bank Buildings, Buckley, Chester. 

 
Davies, Robert, Private, 12949, Buckley Memorial, Son of Robert and Elizabeth 
Davies of Mill Lane, Buckley 
 
Tatum, George, 19, 12959, Private, Buckley Memorial, Son of Edward and Emily 
Tatum, of 1, Church Rd., Buckley, Chester. 
 

Flint Memorial 
 

HILL, Joseph Walter, 27, Private, 13459, Flint Memorial, husband of Sarah Jane 
Hill, of 10, Langton Grove rd., Weston-super-mare. 
 
From Peter Metcalfe: 
Joseph Walter Hill was born in 1888 at Garforth, Leeds, Yorkshire, and was sixth of 
eight children to William Hill and Ann (Birkin). In the 1901 census Joseph was living 
with his grandparents, Andrew and Martha Hill, at Fernleigh Road, Grange, North 
Lonsdale, Lancashire, and in 1911 he was listed as an “Assistant” to Chip Potato 
Dealers George and Hannah Bradley of Calder Vale Road, Burnley, Lancashire. It is 
not known how long he was a resident of Oakenholt but he lived for a while with his 
sister and brother in law, Harriet and Richard Armour, at 5, Gardeners Row, but 
probably left the area before his marriage. 
On 13th July 1915 he married 50 year old widow Sarah Jane Gardner nee Thomas at 
St John the Baptist Parish Church, Weston-Super-Mare, Somerset.  
He enlisted in Wrexham. 
He is remembered on two war memorials - Flint Town and Grove Park, Weston-
Super-Mare 
 
Private Richard Armour was serving with the 9th Battalion of the Royal Welsh 
Fusiliers in France and in a letter home to his wife, dated 26th September 1915, he 
stated:- “Thank God, I am able to write once again, but since writing last we have 
been through hell; but although I am safe, yet there are chums of ours who are lying 
asleep forever.” He also informed his wife that her brother Private Joseph Hill, of the 
same Battalion was killed instantaneously in the same battle. Of the platoon he 

                                                 
7 About 35 mean are listed in CWGC without address or relatives 
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(Armour) was in, several of his chums had either been killed or were in hospital with 
wounds. George Johnson, Harold Johnson and Johnny Owens were all right; but he 
was very sorry that his brother-in-law, Private Joseph Hill, was dead. He could not 
enter into any of the details of the fighting; but what a blessing it would be when the 
awful slaughter was over, because war it was not 
 
Hughes, Trevor Owen, 22, Serjeant, 13633, Flint Memorial, Son of Mrs. Emma 
Hughes, of Volunteer Arms, 76, Mount St., Flint. 
 
Williams, Robert Edward, Private, 12734, Flint Memorial, husband of Harriet 
(Owen) Williams of Queen St. Flint 
 
From Peter Metcalfe: 
It is with regret, which will be shared by the whole of the regiments in the Borough, 
and particularly those interested in the welfare of the soldiers, that we record three 
deaths, the intelligence of which has reached parents and relatives. On Saturday last 
Mrs R. E. Williams, who resides at 10, Queen Street, received the official intimation 
from the Records’ Office, Shrewsbury, that her husband Private R. E. Williams, of 
the 9th Battalion of the Royal Welsh Fusiliers, has been killed in action, during the 
recent heavy fighting in France. The deceased soldier, who was a native of the 
Trevriw, Llanrwst locality, was 37 years of age, and before the War he was an 
employee at the Shotton Ironworks. He was a member of the Company in which the 
late Sergeant Trevor Hughes, of the “Volunteer Arms,” Flint, was a member. He 
leaves besides his grief-stricken widow, four children, for whom the greatest 
sympathy is shown in their bereavement 

 
Connah’s Quay/Shotton Memorial 

 
Attwood, John Charles, 26, Serjeant, 12956, Cq/Shotton Memorial, Son of George 
And Phoebe Attwood, Of 2, Beaconsfield Rd., Shotton; Husband Of Janet Lillian 
Attwood, Of Belmont Villas, Connah's Quay, Shotton, Chester. 
 
Bellis, Percival, Lance Serjeant, 12713, CQ/Shotton Memorial, Hawarden, Son of 
Edward and Matilda Bellis of Shotton 
 
Millington, John, 18, Private, "C" Coy. 9th Bn.13315, CQ/Shotton Memorial, Son of 
Albert and Minnie Millington, of 7, Maude St., Connah’s Quay, Chester. 

 
Parry, John, 20, Private, 13309, Cq/Shotton Memorial, Son of John and Ellen Jane 
Parry, of 128, Church St., Connah's Quay, Chester. 

 
Perry, James, Private,12759, CQ/Shotton Memorial, Son Of Mary Ann Perry of 
Jubilee St., Shotton 
, 
Roberts, William Lloyd, 22, Private, 12944, Cq/Shotton, Son of John and Catherine 
Roberts, of 69, Brook Rd., Shotton, Chester. 
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Savage, Frederick, 18, Private, 12954, Cq/Shotton Memorial, Son of Alfred and 
Elizabeth Savage, of 36, King Edward St. Shotton, Chester.  
 
Tomkins, Joseph, Private, 12775, CQ/Shotton Memorial, born in Worcester, enlisted 
Shotton 

 
Hawarden Memorial 

 
Burrows, Joseph, Private, 12828, Hawarden Memorial, Husband of Nellie (Jones) 
Burrows of Aston, son of Thomas and Ann Burrows of Mancot 
 
Thomas, Jacob, 40, Lance Serjeant, 6201, Mostyn, Hawarden Memorial, Son of The 
Late Jacob and Ann Thomas, Of Mostyn, Chester; Husband of Margaret Thomas, of 
2, Parry’s Row, Pentre, Queensferry, Chester. 

 
Tozer, John, Lance Corporal, 12732, Hawarden Memorial, Son of Henry Martin and 
Mary Elizabeth Tozer of Queensferry 
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Appendices 
 
From the Long Long Trail 
http://www.1914-1918.net/whatbatt.htm 
 
The battalion was the basic tactical unit of the infantry of the British army in the Great 
War of 1914-1918. At full establishment, it consisted of 1,007 men, of whom 30 were 
officers. It comprised a Battalion Headquarters and four Companies. 
 
The battalion was usually commanded by an officer with the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. 
A Major was Second-in-Command. Battalion HQ also had three other officers: a Captain 
or Lieutenant filled the role of Adjutant (in charge of battalion administration); a Captain 
or Lieutenant was the Quartermaster (responsible for stores and transport); and an officer 
of the Royal Army Medical Corps attached as Medical Officer. 
 
Battalion HQ also included the Regimental Sergeant-Major (RSM, the most senior Non-
Commissioned Officer) plus a number of specialist roles filled by Sergeants: 
Quartermaster, Drummer, Cook, Pioneer, Shoemaker, Transport, Signaller, Armourer 
(often attached from the Army Ordnance Corps) and Orderly Room Clerk. 
 
A Corporal and 4 Privates of the Royal Army Medical Corps were attached to Battalion 
HQ for water duties; a Corporal and 15 Privates were employed as Signallers; 10 Privates 
were employed as Pioneers (on construction, repair and general engineering duties); 11 
Privates acted as Drivers for the horse-drawn transport; 16 acted as Stretcher-bearers 
(these often being the musicians of the Battalion Band); 6 Privates acted as officers 
batmen (personal servants) and 2 as orderlies for the Medical Officer.  
 
 
Companies. Usually lettered A to D - or in the case of the Guards Regiments numbered 1 
to 4 - each of the 4 Companies numbered 227 heads at full establishment. Each was 
commanded by a Major or Captain, with a Captain as Second-in-Command. Company 
HQ included a Company Sergeant-Major (CSM), a Company Quartermaster Sergeant 
(CQMS), 2 Privates acting as batmen and 3 as drivers. The body of the company was 
divided into 4 Platoons, each of which was commanded by a subaltern (a Lieutenant or 
Second Lieutenant). In total, the 4 Platoons consisted of 8 Sergeants, 10 Corporals, 4 
Drummers, 4 Batmen and 188 Privates. 
 
Each Platoon was subdivided into 4 Sections, each of 12 men under an NCO 
 
 
A search of records for Joseph Evans among those who died in WW1:  

 Included in the approximate 705,000 British soldiers who died, there were 2269 
with surname Evans (0.3%), and 54 named Joseph Evans 

 The RWF lost 9 men named Joseph Evans. 
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 In addition to our Joseph Evans, the 20,648 dead recorded on the Loos Memorial 
also include8: 

o 66 men with surname Evans (0.3%) 
o 10 men with surname Evans serving with the RWF 
o 3 men with name Joseph Evans 

 Joseph Evans, Buckley (died September 25) 
 Joseph Evans, Varteg, Pontypool, RWF (1st Battalion, 16992 died 

September 25) 
 Joseph Evans, Norfolk Regiment (died September 26) 

o 201 serving with the RWF 
 Joseph Evans from Llanelly (Duke of Cambridge's Own Middlesex Regiment also 

died September 25 and is buried at Cambrin. 
 Buckley losses also included Jesse Evans, son of Joseph and Agnes Evans, 

Church Road; William Evans, son of Richard and Mary Evans, Bank Farm (or 
Park Farm) Cottage (Warren); John Evans, Chapel St, Mynydd Isa. 

 
 
1891 Mold, Flintshire: Buckley Road, Bistre Jabez Evans: head, m, 30, coal miner; 
Buckley, Flints. 
Eliza Evans: wife, m, 28; Buckley, Flints. 
Bessie Evans: dau, 6, scholar; Buckley, Flints. 
Margaret Evans: dau, 4, scholar; Buckley, Flints. 
John Evans: son, 2; Buckley, Flints. 
Joseph Evans: son, 3m; Buckley, Flints. 
and next door   
John Parry: head, m, 31, coal miner; Buckley, Flints. 
Elizabeth Parry: wife, m, 28; Minera, Denbs. 
Thomas Parry: son, 8, scholar; Buckley, Flints. 
John W. Parry: son, 4, scholar; Buckley, Flints. 
Esther A. Parry: dau, 2; Buckley, Flints. 
and next door   
Esther Cheesworth: head, wid, 40, baker; Buckley, Flints. 
Joseph Parry: brother, s, 22, coal miner; Buckley, Flints. 
Annie Evans: niece, s, 14; Buckley, Flints. 
William Evans: nephew, 8, scholar; Buckley, Flints. 
 
1901 Mold, Flintshire: High Street, Buckley Jabez Evans: head, m, 40, coal miner; 
Buckley, Flints. 
Eliza Evans: wife, m, 39; Buckley, Flints. 
Margaret Evans: dau, 14, scholar; Buckley, Flints. 
Joseph Evans: son, 10; Buckley, Flints. 
Henry Evans: son, 7; Buckley, Flints. 
Jabez Evans: son, 5; Buckley, Flints. 
Esther Evans: dau, 3; Buckley, Flints. 

                                                 
8 CWGC 
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Sarah Evans: dau, 1; Buckley, Flints. 
 
 
 
CWGC 
The Commission had also been mandated to individually commemorate each soldier who 
had no known grave, which amounted to 315,000 in France and Belgium alone 
 
The Commission only commemorates those who have died during the designated war 
years, while in Commonwealth military service or of causes attributable to service. The 
applicable periods of consideration are 4 August 1914 to 31 August 1921 for the First 
World War and 3 September 1939 to 31 December 1947 for the Second World War.[4] 
The end date for the First World War period is the official end of the war, while for the 
Second World War the Commission selected a date approximately the same period after 
VE Day as the official end of the First World War was after the 1918 Armistice 
 





Joseph Evans

Remembered with Honour
Loos Memorial

In Memory of

Private

16461, 9th Bn., Royal Welsh Fusiliers

 who died on 25 September 1915 Age 24

Son of Mr. and Mrs. Jabez Evans, of 5, Bank Buildings, Buckley, Chester.



16461, PRIVATE JOSEPH EVANS

9th Battalion., Royal Welsh Fusiliers
Killed in action, France & Flanders, 25/9/1915
Born: Bistre Buckley, Flint, Enlisted: Buckley



(c) crown copyright
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